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TOGO AND SHIGEMITSU LISTEN TO REASON

November 7, 1941

At the Soviet Embassy reception to-day, to celebrate their national
holiday (they are the only diplomatic mission which now holds such
receptions), I took occasion to make the strongest representations to
every Japanese to whom I talked with regard to the Times and
Advertiser editorial, mentioned t above, listing seven points as a pro-
gramme for American " restitution " to Japan, and to point out what
serious harm the editorial had done, especially at the moment of
sending Kurusu to the United States to try to bring the current
conversations to a successful conclusion. I spoke of the utter stupidity
of creating such a hostile atmosphere here and such an unfortunate
impression on the American public at a moment when constructive,
not destructive, results were desired. I made it clear that it was not
my intention to presume to interfere with the Japanese press but
only to point out factually the inevitable effects in my country when
such editorials, assumed to represent the views of the Japanese
Government since the Times and Advertiser is known to be controlled
by the Foreign Office, were reprinted in the United States.

Togo, the Foreign Minister, appeared to know nothing about the
editorial and was sure that it had not been inspired by the Foreign
Office, but he undertook to look into it and a few moments later he
called Toshi Go, editor of the paper, over to him and told him what
I had said. I also spoke to Toshi Go, who said that he alone was
responsible for the editorial and had written it himself as indicating
Japan's maximum demands which would undoubtedly be far beyond
what the Government would ask for in the conversations. I told
him that he could have no conception of the harm that he had done.
Somebody else told me that Go had published the editorial as a
protest against the secrecy under which the conversations were
being held.

Shigemitsu,1 with whom I talked, was thoroughly sympathetic
and said that he would do his best to stop this sort of thing, while
Matsumoto, head of Domei, promised me that there would be an *
immediate change in the tone and substance of the Japanese press,
and he was as good as his word because the tone did immediately
change for the better. I think I succeeded in stirring them all up
considerably, so the gathering at the Soviet party was distinctly
useful.

The next time I called on Togo I repeated these representations
and he replied that while the Foreign Office had exerted no control
over the Times and Advertiser up to the present, it was jolly well going
to exert such control from now on. The editorial may or may not
have been dictated by the Foreign Office, regardless of what Toshi

1 Former Japanese Ambassador to London, who replaced Togo as Foreign Minister
in April, 1943.